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In the work of pacification the Prince Edward had loyally assisted his
father. In August 1270, however, he left the country to go on a crusade ; and
almost as soon as he had gone his father was taken ill. Throughout the winter
of 1270-71 the king's health was in a very bad state, and on 6th February he
wrote to Edward to tell him that the court physicians had abandoned hope of
recovery. He rallied in the summer, but he was again attacked with illness
towards the end of 1271, and for the remainder of his life he was an invalid,
though once during the August before his death he went so far as to contemplate
a. trip to France to do homage for Aquitaine to Philip III. Henry died at
Winchester on i6th November 1272. His body was buried at Westminster:
Ms heart was sent to the Abbess of FontSvrault for burial in the convent church
which was so dear to his Angevin ancestors.

As a king, Henry III. was a dismal failure. His subjects neither respected
nor feared him; irresolution drove him to be shifty and false in his dealings with
men, though morally his life was above suspicion and he had a great reverence
for religion. It is true that he lived in an age of change; but his difficulties
were chiefly of his own making, and his passion for foreign favourites was merely
an indication of his lack of sympathy for England and her people. He had a
keen appreciation of the arts and scholarship. The abbey church of West-
minster was built at his orders and at his own cost; painters were employed
to execute paintings for the adornment of the royal palaces; Matthew Paris
was generously patronised; religious houses were benefited by his gifts and
patronage. And despite his shameless extravagance he himself loved a simple
life; he was a good husband and father; he talked well in company; and was
courteous when not put out.